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Meeting: June 22 Time: 7:45 9:00 p.m.
Long Branch Nature Center,625 S. Carlin Springs Rd Arlington, VA 22204

Volume %, No.6
June 2015
You can explore our club website:
http://www.novamineralclub.org/

Northern Virginia Mineral Club
members,

The Whitney Alexandrite, part ¢ Please join oudunespeaker,Jim Kostkajfor
the Smithsored

tion. Discovered in Russia in th Alexand rlte dinner at the Olive Gardesn June 22t 6 p.m
19" century, Alexandrite is ¢ T Olive Garden, Baileys Cross Roadsn@ss
form of chrysberyl, the birh- Gemini birthstone from Skyline Towers), 3548 South Jefferson

stone for Gemini on the Ste . . .
Sign Stone Chart. The new (intersecting Leesburg Re),

discovered mineral was name Falls Church, VA
for Czar Alexander Il. Alexa Phone:703-671-7507
drite changes color under diffe . .
ent light scg)urces, as shown her Reservations are under Kathy Hrechka, Vice
http://geogallery.si.edu/index.pl President, NWIC. Please RSVP to my cell at
p/en/1007546/alexandrite 703-407-5393 orkshrechka@msn.com
Jim Kostka

Radioactive Minerals, Part 2
June 22 Program

J im Kostka will give our club the second part of his
presentation on radioactiveimarals.He gave the first
part at the NVMC meeting in Mayf last year

Ji més pr es e rwasaoth informativa and
entertaining. Jim has some great st@igso u two
want to miss them

Carnotite (potassium uranium vanadata)yadioactive
mineral. Photo: Pat Haynes.


http://www.novamineralclub.org/
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http://geogallery.si.edu/index.php/en/1007546/alexandrite
http://geogallery.si.edu/index.php/en/1007546/alexandrite

LYy GKA& A&dadzS X

Jim is a rock collectowho specialiesin radioactive Lonsdaleite...........uuveeeeeiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeennn p.3
rocks. Hi ditdor@elickel don® colledi | = Safety tip.......cccceereereeieeieiieesieieeireenens p.3
it. 0 Previous meeting...............cccooeevvenneenn) p. 4
On e o f spetiéfiesGssto helpfellow collectors S
evaluate theadioactivity of the rocks in their colte BCIEUEIE [FI2E] SRS ST (AUish €
tiond and to get rid of some of them if they wish to Next stop: New YOrk!..oooeeeeeeeeieeiiiinnnn, p. 8
i Cdoﬁbd W? 0 tmhse He; WI”LheHO them find  Students nominated for scholarships..p. 9
t . . .
gooc homes for any Unwanted rocks Mineral of the month: Wulfenite........... p. 10
There is lots of materidb cover socome ready to . . "
listen and learnYou can find pictures of Jim and his CE |nscr|t.)ed i.JIne.rocks """"""""" o 44
presentatiomast yeain the GLMS Rockhounder Global pegmatite distribution............... p. 14
As an added bonus, we will also hear from NVMC Field tripidea.............cccccoeeiiiiiieneennnne. p. 15
member Conrad Smith, who will talk about pigns  selfcollecting at Morefield Mine........... p. 16
for college. A .
g AFMS: No kids allowed?...................., p. 17
EFMLS: Hosting the convention........... p. 17
Glass Beach....................... p. 18
Upcoming events.........ccccceeeevveeeeeenennnnd) p.19

MacLean, and Rick Reiber for doing so much to
makeit happem

Enjoy the summeé enjoy the selguided field trips,
enjoy succes collecting Come back efreshedé
and ready taccome forward when new club officers
are needeih the falll 2

Wayne

The Prez Sez
by Wayne Sukow

Congratulationsto our club members fgrassing the
2015 NVMC budget at the Maylub meetind
Thanks in particular to NVMC Exeative Board
membersKathy Hrechka Kenny Loveless David Aokay, whi ch dakiegthe sterojds It

found in the | ock
The Corunduminiunkunny Caption Contest
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News Notes
Lonsdaleite

By Ed Goldberg

Edi t or 6 s n i3adapted ffohTde Qoagleree
ate(newsletter of th@altimore Mineral Society, Bait
more, MD), July 2014, p.5.

Everyone knows thadiamond is the hardest natlira
ly occurring minera or is it?

Lonsdaleite is coposed of carbon, but the crystal
structure is different from diamond. Pure lorsda
is harder.

Lonsdaleite is extremely rare becaltséorms when
meteorites containing carbon in the form of gitph
hit the Earth at high velocity. The sudden congre

sion can rearrange carbon atoms to form lonsdaleite.

Onetype locality is the CanyoniBblo meteor crater
an hour east of Flagstaff,ZA although he mireral is

alsofound inotherlocations around the worldach

location save one is a meteorite impact Sitee one
exception is a kimberlite pipe in Chirlaat contans

lonsdaleite.

Naturally occurring lonsdaleite has a hardnessnbyf
about 7due toimperfections in the crystal struce.
Syntetic lonsdaleite created in the laboratory with
imperfections has tested hardiean diamonddreater
than10). 2

et ot

Lonsdaleite, Canyon Diablo meteor crater,
Flagstaff, AZ.

Petrified Wood for Sale

| have two large pieces of petrified wood that my fatht
acquired years agol.thought | would try to get them
into the handsof someonewho does lapidary work.

I've attached a couplef pictures One pieceweighs
around 120 pounds, the second aroundpiunds
Theycame from the California desert; one side of eac
is cut, and the graiandcolors seem pretty nice.

| have ageneral idea of their value but am certainly
open to offers.

Paul Lawrencepfsalawrence @cox.ngt

Safety Tip: Loose Ends

' RFLIWSR FTNRY 9ffSNE[ 220 6Ty R
EFMLS News$September 2013, p. 4.

52y Qi tSG f22aS SyRa GNRL) ¢

Loose ends can include shoe laces, shirt cuffs, lo
chains, watch bands, shirt tailsou name it! While
collecting, a hammer swing can be interrupted by loc
jacket folds and boot laces can get trapped in roc
Shirt sleeves can get caught in lapidaguipment or
burned by alcohol lamps, and aprons can get hung
on sharp table edges. Things often reach out and g
any loose end in reach, taking you by surprise.

So watch out for those loose ends!
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Previous Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2015

by Dave MaclLeanSecretary

All photos are from Sheryl Sims. Thanks, She

Vice-President Kathy Hrechka called the meeting to
order at 8p.m. at the Long Branch Nature Ceniar
Arlington, VA.

The minutes of the Apr27 meeting were approved
as published iTheMineral Newsletter

Thevice-president recognized pdtesidents Sue
Marcus, Rick Reiber, and Barry Remer.

Kathy alsorecognized Ken Reynolds as a newnmne
ber.

Old Business

TreasurerRick Reiber, assisted by Kenny Loveless,
addressedthe 2015 NVMC budget. Rick saide
could not present the complete budget because the
space charges ate@rge Mason Universityor the

November 2015 NVMC shoare not yetertain '8 =

For the budgetRick assumed a-fercentincrease in Certificates of appreciation fanembers who volunteeretithe
income over 2014 and3percentincrease in expen 2014 GMU club show.

es including space rent at the Long Branch Nature _ )

Center, meeting program expenses, etc. Incame i ~ EFMLS conference in North Carolinfiad brought
cludes annual duesf $2,750 and net proceeds from back the awards. The award winners were:

theannual minerathow and théiannual auction. Large Bulletins:

Proceeds from the auctiog® into the FredC. Schae- NVMC, The Mineral Newslettér 6" place

fermeyer ScholarshipFund for students atGeorge . . .

Mason University, James Madison University, and  1echnical Educational Articles:

Northern Virginia Community CollegdheNVMC 6 s Hutch Browrd 1% place

purpose is outreach and education for the public. AiSugarl oaf Mountain: A Mar:

Rick read gery expense category and budget amoun
aloud. After discusang the budgeted amountsyem-
bers madeno motions to change any of theA mo-
tion to accept the budget was made and s#sxbn

The budgepassed unamously.

Awards

Jim Kostka, show cahair, laid out certificates of
appreciationfor those who workeat the November
2015 NVMC show

Kathy asked newsletter editor Hutch Brown to hand
out awards that club members won in the EFMLS
Bulletin Editor® Awards Contes{BEAC) for 2014.
President Wayne Sukow,

Kathy Hrechkgleft) and Sheryl

Sims (with ditor Hutch Brown)

¢ v\bere among the recipients of
a

akdgin thé BERdbr 3014
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Hutch Browrd 3" place
fiwhyls t he Chesapeake Ba

Non-Technical Educational Articles:

Pat Flavid 5" place
AFracking on the Chesaj

Sheryl Sim§ 7" place
AGoing Once! Going Twi

Gerry Cox® 10" place
AEFMLS Wil dacr es P\JYawipn &
Ever o

Written Features:

> e
Kathy Hrechka@ 3 place & &l
She

iGeo Trip to JMU and

Jim Kostka& 4™ place

foGeol ogy 1016 at Lei s showandtdloScott Brabey brought a dazzling array of cassiterite crystals
(bottom) and smoky quartz in schist (top), all-selfected in Australia.

Announcements

Muriel Frink contributed$96 to the FredC. Schae- Sadly, the old Rutherford Mine isnow covered over
fermeyer Scholarship Fundn celebration ofF r e d 6 s with a subdivsion.

96" birthday.(See the story below.) The Southern Marylan@lub showwas held on Sa-
The Morefield Minein Amelia, VA, was openuntil urday, May 30,at the Ruhl Armoryn Towson, MD
May 30. Families could collect on Saturdays from Jeff Gueber and Barry Remer won the drawing for
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.mbut hemi n @utdre schedule door prizes

is uncertain. TheMorefield Mine Websitedescribes ]

t h e nhistorgahdvisiting dayshours. Meeting Program: Show-and-Tell

The program was sheandtell. Members briefly and
enthusiastically talked about mineral and fossicspe
imens and other items they chosett on display

Scott Braley Selfcollected essiterite
crystalsand smoky quartin
rottenschist, NSW, Australia

Kathy Hrechka Microminerals from Ato Z

David MacLean Chabazite omlacite, Csodi
Domb, Dunabogdany, Hi
gary

Bill Oakley Brochantite

Granite with blue lazulite, K
2 Mountain, Gilgit, Pakistan
Cabochons

JosephPoranshi Sapphire, Afghanistan
Fluorite, China

Quartz, Maury River, near
Goshen, VA

Beryl, Brazil
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Club show-and-tell a
hugesucces$®
dozens ofspecimens
and stories
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Craig Moore Barreitestidal mud flats, A

Sue Marcus Pdygorskite, Metdine Falls,
WA
Rich Palaschak Campbellite, Bisbee, AZ

Turquoise, Bisbee, AZ

Riverturquoise, NM

Opal, ID

Copper, Keeweenau area, Ml
George Reimherr Vivianite crystals, Rib-

mond, VA foundon acon-
struction sitan 1966

Matt Chasky Big fattourmalinecrystal,
Brazil
Jim Kostka Quartz crystals, Brazil

WWII surplus for radios
Spheres of various rocks

_ _ _ Ken Reynolds Fluorite, Mexico?
Teaching kit for mineals Emerald in matrix, Colombia
Hutch Brown Unidentified Morefield Barite

Mine, Amelia, VA
Crinoid stem irpoorly met-

Calcite with goethite
Concretion, Glen Canyon,

amorphized sandstoifan- A7

tietam quartzite7)Arlington,

VA Sheryl Sims Septarian nodule with quartz
crystals in center, Gle@an-
yon, AZ? A

Lazulite

Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan
The second highest mountain in the worl
at 8.611 meters (28,251 ft)

New club member Ken Reyoldsd
welcome, Ken!
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SpecialDonation
Fred C. Schaefermeyer
. Scholarship Fund

Y ears ago, the NVMC edia
lished a fund for presenting pm

. ising students in fields related to
our hobby with scholarships to
help further their studies. In honor
of Iongstandlng club member Fred Schaefermeyer, it
is known as the Fred C. Schaefermeyer Scholarship
Fund.

Fred now lives in Wheatridge, CO, togethdthahis
companion Muriel Frink. Muriel recently sent the
clubanote, along with a gift2.

Next Stop: New York!
by Tyler Hansen

Editor 6s note: Thecieaostndjooat, an
James Madison University, received a scholarship from the
NVMCO6s Fahaefdrmayer ScBolarship Fund to help
defray the costs dfis studies

|\/|y time in the field of gology has been short so
far, but my experiences and knowledgained have
beenwonderful, and | know they wilast. My goalis

to one dayteach gology andotherEarthsciencesin
high school or collegeTo get there, | neet widen
my knowledge and expand my understanding

- That is why | joined
nine other James Mad
. son Unversity students,
along with Professor
Lance Kearns and his
wife Cindy, on a tripto
upstate New Yorkin
quest ofminerals anda
new understanding of
. geology. After an e
haustingly long trip, we
s finally arrived at our
first stop Niagara Falls!

The author at Niagara Falls.

Northern Virginia Mineral Club
ATTN: Rick Reiber

Enclosed find my check for $96.00 to go into
the Fred Schaefermeyer Scholarship Fund
LQ UHPHPEUDQFH RI " bitthGayV

I am so pleased to report he is getting a c-
WLYH DJDLQ DQG ZH-UH KRSLQJ Z
(and not so icy) days we can get out and

about.

3 6
Birthday

7THOO &\QWKLD 3D\QH
pfrom Fred (and myself)!

“+DSS\

| read the newsletters to Fred as soon as
they arrive. Th  ank you!
Muriel Frink

Here we took loads of pictures and discussed ttie te
tonic history of the falls as well ake composition of
the underlying rock. We also visitedvarious sites
around the falls to gain a better understanding of its
geologic history and how it has changed over time.

After a day in Niagara, we traveled a short distance to
Rochester, N, where the 4% Annual Rochester
Mineral Symposium &s being held. To be honest, |
did not know what to expect, but when | arrived, |
was not disappointed.

At the symposiumwe bounced from lecture tode
ture learning all about mineralffom how they are
photographed to their origin or rarity. This symipos

Dr. Steve Chamberlain welcoming attendants to the
42" Annual Rochester Mineral Symposium
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